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ing the original, very few of us have had the industry
to learn Hebrew that we may study the Psalms as
they were originally written.

There is no subject in which public school teach-
ing has been so radically and usefully reformed in
the present century as that of history. It used to be
regarded as one which the ordinary schoolmaster was
fitted to expound: this was sometimes true, but
sometimes lamentably false, and in any case he
received no guidance from any higher authority
either as to the methods he should pursue or (except
in very general terms) as to the period he should
cover. The text-book reigned supreme, and the text-
books in use varied much in value. Ancient history
came out of it best, for the form masters were classical
scholars, but classical scholarship is not in itself a
guarantee of an interest in classical history, still less
of a capacity to expound it.

English history was the only other history which
was seriously studied, and, though the text-books
were not always bad, they needed interpretation by
an enthusiast if a history lesson was to be more than
a bald exposition of facts: and the enthusiasts were
rare.

These days are happily over, and history has
come into its own. At Eton a marvellous trans-
formation was effected by the genius of the present